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THE WU?LD BEGINS ANEW 
EACH TIME » CHILD IS BORN 
FOR IT BEGINS 
WHEN THE CHILD ARRIVES TO DISCOVER IT 
‘oe 
IN THIS WONDER-FILLED LEARNING 
WE CAN AGAIN EXPERIENCE THE BEAUTY OF EARTH 
THROUGH FRESH YOUNG EYES. 
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To Get the Picture of the Whole Idea, the 
Following Thoughts Should Be Discussed in 


Deep Depth: 


ee UN notated . 

2. What Should We Provide for Our Child? 

Seer are mu andecr tic. 

a. Community and Child. 

Sey .eatirersand bil. 

GO.) le@acher Training. 

je SCnOON boards erimcipal, leacher end 
Administration. 

Be BOCNOO WouUa dang. 
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PARENT AND CHILD 





The child belongs to the parents as long as possible until 
the school age. Parents, child and the family have to live with 
each other with love in order to solve their problems. 

The child is to experience with*the parents, brothers 
Sisters and family, a place where it can learn, a place that is 
tull) of Love; trust and warmth.) Prom ‘this surrounding,.it is 
Bo thet with hts future bife-which-is before him.«-JIths-first 
great experience with father, mother, brothers and sisters, is 
learning to live with them with trust and love. From his grand- 
parents, aunts, and uncles, he learns the wisdom of old and the 
gift from the past. 

Broom birtheto othe vchange of his milk teeth, the child 
should not be in the school, but should have the possibility of 
Onivy one ethins fend ithateisitowbe.a- chiid. 

In the time from birth to the change of teeth, the whole 
future life of this child is formed. Everything a human being 
needs for later life is experienced at this age when his mind 
is open to new ideas. It observes everything more through the 
realm of his feelings and especially through his eyes. At this 
time the child is to learn more than it will ever learn in his 
lifetimes It is open to everything. The Creator has given him 
Smsecciaegitasco learn, to experience and to play. When one 
observes the child at this age, one can see with what deep 
devotion the child can play; his is involved with heart and 
soul. 

All that happens around the child at this age®will be im- 


printed into his soul and is there for the rest of his life. 
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When we discuss a New Educational System for our Indian Children, 
we have to search for the many possibilities and especially the deep 
consequences of new schooling. The re-organization of the school 
System for the Indian Child will be a most important step towards the 
future of the Indian culture. 

In the last few years there have been many studies written con- 
cerning the educational problems of the Indian Child. There are so 
many views and thoughts to be found on paper; most are very positively 
written with a lot of thinking, knowledge and heart. 

The proposals and discussions state quite clearly that only a 
Padical change can Dring a. success:ul future for the Indian Chald, 

This can contribute to his future in a full and true’ Indian way of life. 

It will not be possible to make any compromises for we would miss 
the real aim and lose a great chance for a new education. I think it 
will be very important to see the whole problem from a different angle 
and to try to come to a conclusion to give one a deep insight into the 
problems of the Indian Child and to bring forward this new insight in- 
to a new educational precy 

The following points should be studied in detail and analyzed; for 
this, we have to use speech which is not in a scientific way but more 
in a human way. The language should be from the heart rather than from 


the dictionary. 





-..-PARENT AND CHILD CONTINUED. 


The parents and and other family of the child should be there when 
he needs them; to exercise a good daily life that is filled with 
harmony and love helps the child to learn to fully love and trust 
his parents; and his surroundings will form his future. When you 
send a child to early to school, you destroy the natural growth 
Ore that child. 

In the modern advanced way, he trys to have the child in the 
schools as early as possible, as it is the time when learning is 
fast. However, through this, we destroy his learning ability for 
later life. 

The clever intellectual child in his younger years will be 
very seldom a positive member of society in his later life. When 
he:is older, his attitude towards life comes out of the school 
books rather than from real life. His true humanity is lost toa 
great degree. 

This Child's problems come after puberty. They manifest them- 
selves in the difference you can observe around the young paople 
Ofeuccay me rolea ost chisdnood they try to recollect in a time 
when they now should be working in a positive way towards the 
community and their own future. So many problems of the young 
people of today are the result of this lost childhood, where they 
Pad eno possibiiaity scot being =a real child. Consequently, depressions 
Cause Clee comveacieour .On alconol, drugs, etc. 

Now both the parents and society have to carry this burden; 
but the blame is placed on the individual young person, rather 


than the educational system. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Alberta Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/worldbeginsaneweOOunio 


TEACHER AND CHILD 


When the elders look back to their school years, they real- 
ize how their teachers influenced their lives. The teacher has 
a great influence over the future life of every child: The teach- 
er and child form a communion which is of great importance. The 
Eegcney nas aGpoessibility  tosformeatchiid into aabeautifulshuman 
Peimggouagintocaadisaster oeTherchitdtwilinbringthis buflt-up 
frustration in the form of aggression to his family and community 
if the relationship between the child and his teacher is not right. 

In the new Indian education, it will be of the utmost import- 
ance that one gives this problem a lot of thought and that the 
teacher should be part of the community from which the child comes. 
The child, parents and entire farany have to have a deep trust in 
teacher. They have to trust him because they are giving the best 
thes haves whichras’theirachilderand’ nisvtutures 

The goacuiiga cine know of all the worries and happenings of 
this community. Every happening around him should have a personal 
Au tecseonl adm seheateacher 4s: notiontymimportant tne theascnool, 
putea lsocine the®communitys? Out of this experience, the teacher 
Wi ebeeablemtos teachetheschd ldawhateitoneeds@tosfultillohisetask 
for his future in the community. This will then work to the benefit 


of all the people of the community. 
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TEACHER AND TRAINING 


In the new education program, the selection and training of 
the teacher is of the greatest importance. The teacher is the 
center figure in the whole of the education program and should be 
a positive element for the future of our Indian Children. 

The first priority in selecting a teacher should be his per- 
sonality and not his school esperience. The primary importance 
for a good teacher should be for him to contribute a happy attitude 
anaraevortign in fis job, 

Until now, the main priority was to select the person with 
the best education, school reports and diplomas. It has been 
taken for granted that a school teacher with these qualities would 
Bempes veto, Our Child: Heo has been taugnt a Dit ct osychology put 
doesn't really have any knowledge of true life. The most knowledge 
theceachier rings) intorschools todaymarefactst from nas study? tine. 
It is taken for granted that everything he teaches the child is 
L Nieeet Weleieat nut. h Se birt aa shevib ratnusictoeithe who dae fissnisettechhntcat 
knowledge. This is what the teacher has learned in his Eh thane. 
The so-called “taught subjects” have no reality in ‘the practical 
Sices parm tuan Uifelorran Indian Child. 

Hoes Chmadanise forced: tolgo Tn’ an ‘opposite -di rection and “one 
Psmsedcomapl es tostimtegrate: these “taughte items " ™intor their rea’ 
fee Cube of Sha sta sticreated’a conflict. 4n® thes chidd.ethe chaiid 
is not stupid. He can very well distinguish between what his 
teacher has actually experienced and what he has learned from 
books. This type of academic learning causes the distance between 


Derentedndecitid to widen and affects tne entire family and comm- 


Di ghalen' a 





....LSACHER AND TRAINING CONTINUED. 


That is why the teacher becomes isolated from the family and comn- 
unity and is alone like an island in the school. He reacts to this 
problem by trying to gain a false respect from the child. 

The building of an Indian Teachers' Training College is eminent. 
For this, the community itself should select a future teacher they 
Gan trust to hand their child to. Through this, a whole new attitude 
in a teacher would be created when he is backed by the whole comm- 
unity. For the future-teacher, he needs physical emotional and spirit- 
ual support from the community. 

In the Teachers' Training College, the future teacher should go 
into depth in learning about human beings around him and should gain 
a full knowledge of the history, of the way of life of his brothers 
and sisters and to learn the spiritual background of their culture. 

The main priority should lie in the language of his people. He 
should be able to speak it in full and have it as part of his own 
blood and heart and way of thinking. The entire history, heritage 
and song of the Indian ways should be a part of his own life. When 
he himself can think of life in this environment, he will have a 
possibility to give the children the most precious things the Indian 
Culture hash co orter. 

His? training seo Sige include practical learning next to the 
theoretical studies; Indian art, weaving, the new approach to mother 
earth, etc., are an example of other skills and knowledge that the 
young teacher can bring into the school - but also into the comm- 


unity. 
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~ TEACHER AND TRAINING CONTINUED. 


AeTuronewepenetitt of the college is that the teacher wil 
develop with a full part in his community and will gain the res- 


pect and love a real teacher needs. 
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COMMUNITY AND CHILD 


After the change of the teeth, the child now steps into a new 
part of young life which is usually when his is seven Vears On eager 
From his home, from his motner's lap and away from his father's 
hand and family, his new life comes into the community. He is go- 
ing to school. Now begins the second circle of the life of the 
child and possibly the one most important for the community in 
worcn tne child Tives. 

miere 15 a Scnoo! “plan set out which is greatly brought for- 
ward by those people whom themselves never had a chance to live a 
good childhood. The child usually comes to a cold, foreign world 
- a world where everything until the last school hour is planned. 

We can so often observe how a child's enthusiasm is so great 
when ne enters his first year but how, after only a few months, 
the enthusiasm is already dead. In the face expression of the 
child you see that he knows school is aomust. it is something 
that has to be but is not nice; something that one is forced to go 
through. 

Because of this early age of schooling, the community does 
Narm to tne child which will destroy the community in the longer 
Pluneitseif. it destroys the deep, real and happy community spirit. 
Every scendo! 1s @ mirror of its own community in which the child 
grows. We find that when we speak to the old and wise, one thing 
tievecrae not like was their school time. 

It is the task of each community to build a school whicn 
takes into account the social circumstances, the cultural and 
Soria way of life of this community, to form the educationa| 


system. 
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SCHOOL BOARD, PRINCIPAL, TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATION 


A senool which is) T11 Ved’ with harmony should have’ no boss 
but only the child who goes to the school. 

in today "ses ituatror- the mayor ty of schools are So that, 
statistically seen, the high percentage of school funds go not to 
the child, but are absorbed by the administration. There is no 
doubt that the school on a reserve can provide jobs for many which 
are of great importance in today's time. On the other hand, there 
is no justification to use a school as a manpower insitution: 

This is a question of attitude and adjustment as to what a school 
really should be. 

The modern school system for Indian children is ruled by the 
administration. Every good intention towards the new school } 
system will not work until there is a radical change towards this 
SOmce S NeSmscCNGON eaomidgistravionm as e1Tt Ws today works acainst 
any true Indian thinking™= and their real-social life. 

The school administration is not there to lead. The school 
administration is there to do the necessary paper work and to 
service the school wherever it is necessary. 

The principal is not a boss of the teacher and child through- 
Out thelr scnco). His TUNncticon 7s only a co-ordinator between 
child, teacher and administration and mainly between parents of 
the child who attend the school. 

The centre of every school should not be the administration, 
principal, children ore even the parents. (You will understand this 
point better when you study the proposal for the school building 
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-...SCHOOL BOARD, PRINCIPAL, TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATION CONTINUED. 


When a teacher has a special problem with a child in his class, 


he should discuss it with his colleagues. Together they could help 
che eniid wi thenismproblem and sto paid din ehisefuture<trust/ <It 
Should never lie in the single power of one person to exclude a 
child from school. This can only be a position brought by the 
teachers' college, the principal and the school board. 

The principal has no other function than to be a co-ordinator 
and has to serve with his personality as a place of peace. He 
should, when he really has the school at heart, fulfill his task 
aS principal without any special pay. It should be an honour for 
him to be elected principal. He should be elected from the school 
board and teachers' college. When the principal ends his year, 
another teacher should take over from him so that they know the 
experience of being a principal. With this procedure, we may also 
avoid a single person building up a power position. 

The administration should only be there to fulfill the task 
given stosthem |'fromsthe «school sboard,and teachers’ college. For a 
school with 125 children and teachers, there should not be more 
than one person necessary to do this task. It should even be poss- 
ible to make this only a part-time job. The ideal situation would 
be when on of the teachers would fulfill this task as an Nonour. 
He would then gain an insight into the administration and financial 
workings of his school. This procedure is followed in many countries 
and with great success. This is one very important point towards 
reforming the administration. 

The administration does not belong in the school complex but 


is really a part of the community administration. 





SCHOOL HOUSE 


The school house itself is a big influenceduring the school 
time “towards each child and ts a special Shace im thetecntmid Ss 
neart. 

The school house is not an institution. It is a place in the 
reserve: a place where the child learns the wisdom of his own 
people, a place where one tries to make out of him a full human 
being, and a proud Indian. 

The school house should not be of a technical structure or 
CpounonTosss but first of AlNS Ft Should bet built of spiritual 
Knowledge. The school] house plays a part in a child's life as 
for many Indians, for instance, a longhouse plays part in the 
community life. 

The building of the house should be discussed within the comm- 
Gnicye, Aqdcer tne oul lding is completed, “it-4s' there to fTulril 
the wishes of the community. 

The following points should be considered when building a 
school house. 
met iweeiocation of tie’ buidding of the School house.” Tt snouwid 

beeocatec-ins a= central point and’ not on the edge of the 

reserve. The real school house is surrounded by trees and 

should have a quiet and harmonious landscape. 

2. The school house should also be a center for the whole community 
and@not simply a place for the children to learn. 

When the classes are finished, it should be possible that 


many of the class rooms could be used for other actyvities. 
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~SCHOOL HOUSE CONTINUED. 


Sor instance. further education classes, workshops, lectures 
and activities for the whole of the community. 

[tis a horror to-seexthe=school house die-after classes are 
over. A school house should be a place for communications 
between all. 

Many school houses of today look like factories. The entire 
architectural approach is against any feeling of a real child. 
In the architectural planning, a school should preserve the 
heritage of the individual Indian. It should not be a luxury 
house. There are so many children going to school whose 
Pabentoeare not able to artord ‘and: to provide™tneir’ chitd 
with a bed of his own or even enough food. 

In the school house there should be no office, no telepnone 
and. nO Sitting room for the teachers’. 

In today's schools there are neon lights installed - in spite 
of the fact that there is enough medical evidence that this 
Gindgect light is Narntul to the nervous system =Neon Vignes 
do not create a shadow and therefore the eyes of the child 
loose the natural strength and it destroys the right dimen- 
sions. (For example: how many colours appear different under 
neon lights than under day light?) 

Vheevanescaping of the school house should nave a’-lot of 
thought and knowledge of nature before it is layed out. 

How often does one get the impression that when passing a 


Senoo) Nouse.today feels he is looking at either a factory 


rt 


Le | 
t 


ec") 


= 

= 4 

4 
t 


f 





ot youron. s&s ef MI 
_ 


‘en ¢ : 
nh igonpe A 





». SCHOOL HOUSE CONTINUED. 


Or shopping center. How should a teacher be able to con- 
Pentcate or basychildren or bow cam a chiid really concentrate 
Vaepeace if theres jsealstesdy flow of traffic. 

A parking lot does not belong right next to the school 
house but should be as far away as possible. 

One part of the school grounds should be set aside for a 
Garden where the class can learn how to work with Mother 
Pant Dean deo ants. 

A play ground should be provide for the children, not only 
to be used during school hours, but for all times for the 
children to play in peace. 

It would be a great benefit to the school, to plant many 
Sacred Trees. Next to them, one should also plant fruit trees 
nut trees and bushes. They should be there for the chiidren 
OU Lye. 

Special concentration should be given to a community hall 
inside the aa where teachers and pupils can meet, and 
where meetings can take place with parents and all people 
of the community. 

IpechMmcen ot pe amUxXUGY. Nd ii aalit iShouldeoe, rather, .a 
Dincemwnercuoneucan circle around a4 living fire and a 

Ce Wine emmOOre Gan Tends —Si60 0:0.) sb,U4) id. 1.ng:. 

Liesumnemtams ould sfeeloatshome in the $ch0o.l.as..we llnas 
the children and teachers. How many of .the Indian parents 
feel like a foreigner when they enter the school house? 


How can a child feel at home in such a school house? 





KINDERGARTEN 





All the small child experiences is so Very Vavideeehiseworla 
is full of wonder. The kindergarten teachers must do all he can 
to preserve this sense of wonder by creating an atmosphere in 
which a child can be a child. 

Since the child before the age of six or seven learns almost 
exclusively through imitation, our main goal is to surround the 
child with impressions worthwhile imitating. With love and patience 
we seek to become involved with each child to help him unfold that 
which lies within him. 

During the morning cycle we may say the following verses: 

"We greet the Day, 
We work and Play, 
We Love to be Together" 

With a happy face we greet the day in song and verse each morn- 
ing. Work with crayons, brushes and watercolors, with the bees wax 
and clay. Working with saw and hammer. We do paper crafts, weaving 
and finger knitting, baking, cooking and planting. 

Playing - be it indoors with the toys or outdoors building 
ships, forts or houses, skipping with the jump-ropes, throwing balls, 
Srevuscecicoging and: swinging. 

One loves to be together while listening to fairy tales of 
many different tribes, which one later re-creates through song and play. 

The purpose of this year is to maintain and further the child's 
natural creativity and to build up a sense of inner confidence which 
will enable him to harmonize with himself and those around him, thus 


preparing and strengthening him for the years that lie ahead. 
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MAIN LESSON SUBJECTS 





GRADE 1 Large and small letters are learned thoroughly as 

forms and as sounds. Reading is taught as a by-product of the 
relative perfection of writing. Writing, in turn, is evolved from 
painting and drawing. Simple spelling, numbers from 1 to 100. 
Elements of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 
Fairy tales and nature stories are told and retold or dramatized by 
the class. These, together with poems and stories coming from daily 
life form the material for considerable writing. 

GRADE 2 Reading, spelling, first elements of grammar, dictation, 
Simple composition, arithmetic (including the simpler multiplication 
tables). Fables and legends, nature lore, and acquaintance with 
natural home enviroment. 

GRADE 3 Reading, spelling, composition_and grammar. Cursive 
writing begun through stories, trips, nature walks, study of farming, 
housing and other dctivities, the sense of practical life is fostered. 
Arithmetic (including higher tables and learning of measures). Old 
Indian stories. 

GRADE 4 Reading, spelling, composition (including letter writing). 
Grammar, arithmetic (including fractions). Map-making. geography and 
HierocuctLon to Zoology. 

GRADE 5 Composition, grammar, spelling, reading, arithmetic 
(including decimals and calculations of area), geogrpahy and ancient 


MLStOny’. 





WHAT IS THE MAIN LESSON? 


aay 


This main lesson is a special arrangement of the dailv and of 
the yearly schedule of studies. 

The daily arrangement makes one long period at the day's begin- 
ing, out of what in most schools would be several periods. 

The yearly arrangement involves concentration upon a subject in 
the daily main lessons until it is felt in the class that a certain 
completion or fullness has been achieved and then the taking up of 
a new subject, also then studied for a period of weeks. 

The purpose of the daily main lesson is to provide an ample 
span of time, at a favourable hour, in which to develop the subjects 
that call especially upon the intellectual powers. 

The purpose of the yearly schedule is to alternate the "main" 
subjects in an efficient and rhythmical way, usually at intervals of 
from three to five weeks. Such subjects include the study of one's 
own language and literature. Arithmetic, geometry and algebra; 
history and geography, natural history and the various natural 
sciences. 

Subjects requiring special practice, such as arithmetic, appear 
relatively often in the yearly schedule. Grammar, composition, the 
appreciation of literature are dealt with in specific periods of 
study; but these so-called language arts are hacurally practiced as 
a matter of course in the verbal and written work of every kind of 
main lesson. "Special" subjects, such as foreign language, music 
eurythmy, gym and hand-crafts are studied after the main lesson 
(in periods of normal length). They are usually taught two or three 


times per week, every week, rather than grouped into alternating 





MAIN SUBJECT LESSONS CONTINUED. 


GRADE 6 Composition (including business letters and further 
development of the feeling for style). Grammar, spelling, literature 
(dealing, among other things, with the realm of folk-lore and supple- 
menting historical studies). Arithmetic (including an introduction 
to practical business mathematics, interest, percentage and discount). 
Geometry, geography, roman and medieval history. Physics, accoustics, 
optics and heat. Minerology. 
GRADE 7 Composition (including poetry. Grammar, spelling, liter- 
ature, arithmetic, algerbra, and geometry. Geography, American 
history, astromnomy. Physics, electricity, magnetics. Inorganic 
chemistry. Physiology. 
GRADE 8 Composition, (including business English). Grammar, 
spelling, literature (especially the epic and dramatic forms. Arithmetic 
algerbra and geometry. World geography, history from the ]7th century 
to the present. American history. Physics. Organic chemistry. 
Physiology. 
SPECIAL SUBJECTS 

Music, Art, Hand-work, Woodwork and Physical Education 


are all taught from the first through the eighth grades. 
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-..-MAIN LESSON CONTINUED. 


Uae se or, Study. 


The typical main lesson period is about two hours long; approxi- 
mately equal to three forty minute periods. While for the children 
in the primary grades, the main lesson is often shortened, or inter- 
rupted by a recess, older children use it to the full. Until Junior 
High School the main lesson is always taught by the class teacher. 
From seventh or eighth gradeon, a more advanced treatment of many sub- 
jects requires specialists, the class teacher at this stage being 
accounted aS a4 specialist in one or more fields, but certainly not in 
ati 

Both the long daily lesson and the alternating epochs of study 
are techniques devised to afford space and peace in which to awaken 
interest, achieve insight, develop implications and harvest the by- 
products of fundamental learning. 

The unit method of study enables a given subject to be treated 
in phases, or stages which have a sound objective basis in the nature 
ef the subjects studied, yet which take account also of the psychology 
Wereiiean ind. vicual Class. 

As long as the teacher feels vitality and appetite in his main 
lesson period, he will return day after day to the same subject. 

When another content and mood are called for, he brings this first 
subject to a close and opens up a different one. He passes, LO 


example, from botany to history. 


ADVANTAGES OF THE MAIN LESSON 
Ll. The main lesson places the period of most intense intellectual 


concentration in the early part of each day,-when minds are iresnest. 
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--.-ADVANTAGES OF MAIN LESSON CONTINUED. 


hg The main lesson enables each teacher to use a variety of methods 
and to develop multiple implications and applications of his main 
subject at the very time when feeling, understanding and enthusiasm 
are at their maximum. 

The single lesson can pass through Many phases; recapituation 
of old content and exposition of new, illustration and discussion, 
lecture and experiment, group work and individual work, development 
of theory, of dramatic expression, of constructive projects. 

The lesson can call upon many skills and correlate within itself 
Many topics. Little children, for example, can hear a story told, 
Caumce.. Lt patk, enact it)>, paint it, and set @ resume Of it “down on 
their books, all within one main lesson period. Older children can 
absorb a lecture, discuss it, perform experiments, and still have 
time to make adequate notes. 
re The main lesson schedule gives the slow child an apportunity to 
have awakened and bestirred himself before the show is all over. 

4, The main lesson helps to free the nervous child (and which child 
Seda yeis not mervous?) From the frustrating discontinuity, the 
alrms, excursions, that go with frequent change of subjects, classes 
and teachers. The day is begun with a peaceful assurance of time 
enough to settle down, to wonder and imagine, and to work tnings out. 
a The main lesson enables a teacher to take full advantage of the 
considerable preparatory effort needed (especially in these times) to 
bring a class to the open-minded and open-hearted mood that makes 

a significant insight into a subject possible. 

When a feeling for truth has been awakened in the hearts of 
Cnolaren, the Long Se period and the long unit of study enable 


ireicy oe an h 2 form, as sound 
this feeling to express itself further as colour and form, S 





...-ADVANTAGES OF MAIN LESSON CONTINUED. 


and texture, and so to work its way naturally both outwards into deeds 
and inwards to a full-fledged understanding. 
6. The main lesson is a special boon to so-called "gifted children: 
i.e., children whose intellectual capacities are bought at the expense 
of their general humanity, their health, and their creativeness. Such 
children find that they must do more than pass from subject to subject, 
merely getting "the point" and scoring "right answers". The longer 
period acts as a poultice on their souls, drawing feeling as well as 
logic, imagination as well as memory, and deeds as well as thoughts 
from them. 
vee The main lesson avoids the fallacy of those educational methods 
which are based on the assumption that because of certain dose of 
medicine 1s healthful, a whole meal of it will work wonders, and which 
therefore permit children to study a single subject all day, or to 
complete a whole year's work in a certain subject within a few weeks. 
The method uses the daily special subjects and the monthly 
alternation of epochs of study, to afford plenty of variety at all 
times, while yet achieving a deepened, rhythmical progress along 
certain main lines. 
abe When, in the method of study by alternative units or epochs 
an old subject comes up again for new treatment, it arises in teacher 
and child refreshed as from sleep. It has undergone a change; it is 
Pheescame. subject, yet it is not the same subject. 
When an old subject re-appears, both children and teacher are 
changed beings. The children desire to tackle it with new capacities. 
The teacher's point of view and style of presentation will be freshly 


conceived. The new study will stand in somewhat the same relation to 





-.--ADVANTAGES OF MAIN LESSON CONTINUED. 


the earlier study as the coloured petal of a flower stands to the 
green leaf that preceded it. 

This relation is more than logical; it is creative. The advance 
in style occurs with all the systery (and for the children, wonder- 
Pulepainterest) of an organic metamorphasis. 

9... The division of main lesson subjects into alternating periods 

of study has, as we have said, the virtue of first allowing time 
enough for thoughts to be made as alive as possible. It has, besides, 
the added virtue of. providing a suitable time for forgetting. This 
latter interval insures that what has been made intellectually clear 
will now be made fully educational. What has been eaten will have 
time to be digested, so that it may become a substantial matter of 
character. 

Children do not need encouragement to forget: they take care 
of this function quite naturally! Teachers cannot be charged with 
indifference to the positive cultivation of memory, since they see 
in memory as essentially and not only instrumentally valuable power. 
Yet it still needs to be stated that there teeanveducational value 
in the phenomenon of forgetting, and it is a fact that the main-lesson 
arrangement takes this value into account. 

A further word on this little-understood subject may offer 
some solace to parents who tend to be alarmed that their child does 
not at all times, maintain at his finger-tips every skill and every 
item of information that has presumably been learned in his particular 


grade. 
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